
Marolane Stevenson, Laura 
Simpson, Erica Zins, 
Renee’ Schoening, Teresa 
Majerus, Glenna Schiable, 
Vicki Bisbee, and Lisa 
Kuehn.  I appreciate each of 
you and your efforts to our 
membership and students of 
Montana.  I will cherish the 
lifelong friendships and 
great work we have done!   

     Thank you to each of 
you for your dedication and 
service to Montana stu-
dents.  The torch that you 
carry each day certainly 
makes the world a much 
brighter place indeed.     

     Best wishes for a won-
derful school year!   

Carrie Burnham          
MSCA President                          
FVCC Counselor            

cburnham@fvcc.edu 

     It is my pleasure on be-
half of the Montana School 
Counselor Association Ex-
ecutive Board to welcome 
you to the 2011-2012 school 
year.  Autumn 2011 brings a 
time of exciting transition of 
your Executive Board, a 
passing of the torch in 
MSCA leadership positions.  
During the MEA/MFT Fall 
Conference, the leadership 
positions change to Maro-
lane Stevenson, President, 
Lisa Kuehn, President Elect, 
and Jodi Morgan, President 
Elect Elect, and Carrie Burn-
ham, Past President.  There 
will be some transition oc-
curring with our level Vice 
President’s also.  (At the mo-
ment there are 2 positions 
that I believe will be chang-
ing…announcements will be 

made shortly). 

     It has been my distinct 
pleasure to carry the torch 
for MSCA.  The opportu-
nity has been so amazing to 
my professional and per-
sonal growth. Absolutely, I 
would say that the experi-
ence has brought much 
light into my life!   I look 
forward to continuing to be 
involved with MSCA and 
advocating for our awe-
some profession and Mon-
tana students.    

     As I move to a different 
seat at the table, I am re-
minded to share gratitude 
for my board and the great 
accomplishments we have 
made as an association.  I 
wish to extend a warm 
thank you to Kristy Savaria, 
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EVENTS HELD AT SENTINEL HIGH SCHOOL AND UM COLLEGE OF TECHNO LOGY BUILDINGS 

Go to www.mea-mft.org/educators_conference.aspx for more information.  
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     Lisa Kuehn, President-Elect, 
and I attended LDI (Leadership 
Development Institute) in Sa-
vannah this past July.  We are 
now ready and excited to serve 
beginning, October 1, as your 
next President and President-
Elect! 

     We learned about the re-
sponsibilities of a Board (in 
Montana, your officers).  We 
must discuss what our counsel-
ors need and want for our asso-
ciation and profession.  Be 
ready; we will be asking you 
what you would like to focus on 
this year.  We need to assess 
where we are, what we do well, 
what needs improvement, what 
we wish to accomplish, and 
established how to get there. 

     Perhaps, we wish for “all” 
counselors to know the role and 
responsibilities of a profes-
sional school counselor and the 
ASCA-MSCA Model –With 
One Voice. 

     We were informed at the 
Institute about all the services 
ASCA provides.  For $115.00  
employed counselors attain 
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membership and students gain 
membership at $60.00.  One of 
the huge advantages is one mil-
lion dollar liability insurance.  
In this litigious world this is 
comforting for counselors and 
supervisors.  ASCA represents 
us at the national level regard-
ing legislation.  Amanda Fitz-
gerald, our ASCA legislative 
representative, is a real asset 
and pro.  She stated that since 
only 8-9% of educational fund-
ing comes from the national 
level we should become active 
at the local and state level.  She 
advised us to be proactive – 
send letters and speak to Boards 
of Education.  Why is this es-
sential?  California and Wash-
ington, for example have cut 
counselors.  We need to do our 
jobs very well – so well, that 
we are indispensable. 

     To help us with professional 
knowledge we receive journals, 
have access to webinars, a web-
site, leadership training, litera-
ture, national conferences and 
technology assistance.  The 
ASCA staff is fabulous. 

    We were taught how to re-

spond to the media.  The state 
president is our spokesperson.  
We were reminded that:  school 
counselors work with students 
on academic, personal/social, 
and career development.  We 
want our students to be career 
and college ready by the time 
they leave high school. 

    Remember to celebrate our 
profession.  We were given our 
charter in l982.  MSCA will be 
20 years old in 2012!  Be sure 
to attend our conference associ-
ated with MEA this October.  
The topics and speakers will be 
great!. 

     Although Lisa and I spent 
most of the time learning about 
the association and their ser-
vices to us, trends in education 
and counseling,  and leadership, 
we did have some time to sneak 
in a little shopping in l00+ de-
gree and l00% humidity 
weather.  It may be hot but the 
southerners were friendly and 
the food, delicious.  Anyone for 
grits, fried green tomatoes, and 
sea food?  Visit Savannah. 

Renee’ Schoening 

on the Hill in Helena 

Getting the Word out 

About MSCA 
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     A s  t h e  n a t i o n a l 
KnowHow2GO campaign en-
ters its third year, its new edu-
cational materials encourage 
students to pursue their goal of 
attending college through a 
combination of hard work, de-
termination and vision.  

    In March, Lumina Founda-
tion, American Council on Edu-
cation and the Advertising 
Council launched a series of 
public service advertisements 
directed at encouraging low-
income and first-generation 
students to take steps necessary 
to prepare for college. The ads 
were distributed to more than 
33,000 media outlets nation-
wide. 

     “I’m extremely excited 
about the new public service 

advertisements and promotional 
items related to the national 
KnowHow2GO campaign,” 
said Kelly Cresswell, Vice 
President of Foundation Activi-
ties for Student Assistance 
Foundation (SAF). “I think the 
content is creative and will 
speak to the audiences we are 
trying to reach though this im-
portant initiative.” 

     Nonprofit SAF partners with 
the KnowHow2GO program 
through its participation in the 
Montana College Access Net-
work (MCAN).  MCAN is a 
coordinated network, that in-
cludes GEAR UP, the Montana 
School Counselors Association, 
ASPIRE and more, that pro-
motes access to educational 
opportunities after high school 
for Montana students. 

     As a complement to the new 
TV and radio advertisements 
which feature the inspirational 
stories of a skateboarder, a 
gamer and a mural artist, 
KnowHow2GO offers t-shirts, 
decals, and key chains to rein-
force the message that “You’ve 
got what it takes.” 

     The new KnowHow2GO 
media will be featured at 
MCAN’s conference, “Building 
a College Going Montana,” 
scheduled for Sept. 19-20, 2011 
at the Billings Hotel and Con-
vention Center. 

     In addition, the materials can 
be viewed by visiting the na-
tional KnowHow2GO website 
at KnowHow2GO.org, clicking 
on “Partners,” and going to 
“Campaign Assets.”      
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Some Counselors have relocated.  Please take a 
moment to let us know their new address:       

lsimpsondhs@blackfoot.net 
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